Red Flags Checklist

This checklist was developed at North Bay Regional Center to be used by physicians and other primary care providers. Please note the talking points that we plan to accompany the checklist.

· The checklist is an initial screening tool.

· It’s designed to be used at 18 & 24 month check up visits.

· One “positive” item indicates a need for referral / further assessment.

· The checklist helps identify children who may have an autism disorder, but it will also identify a wider range of problems.

· A Red Flag(s) only say a child has a communication &/or social problem.

· Therefore children are being referred for possible communication or social delays, not for autism.

· There is no need to suggest to parents at this stage that their child has autism.

The Red Flags

1. Child has lost language skills 

2. Child does not show interest in other children

3. Child does not engage in pretend play

4. Child does not engage in reciprocal social games like peek-a-boo or pat-a-cake

5. Child’s eye contact is minimal, for only a second or two
6. Child does not point with index finger to show you something 

7. Child does not bring objects to you to show you

8. Child does not use spontaneous meaningful two word phrases

9. Child does not engage in spontaneous imitation of adult verbalization or gestures

10. Child is overly sensitive to foods, noises or textures

11. Child tantrums excessively when there is a minimal change in routine

12. Child engages in ritual or obsessive play

13. Child makes repetitive body movements (like rocking or spinning) or unusual hand/finger movements

14. Have you ever wondered if your child is deaf?

