Examples of Accomplishments by Regional Centers Participating

in the California ASD Breakthrough Collaborative:

· M-CHAT training with community partners for screening the sensitivity level and determining the best method for approaching the family, i.e. when and when not to use the "A" word. Community partners consisted of regional center staff, Family Resource Center people SELPAs, infant vendors…

· Developed a information feedback protocol for families that were "not eligible." This consisted of a letter to the family plus a brief survey that assessed the need for additional counseling/referrals or followup.

· Four different Headstart schools were trained on screening techniques using the instruments in the BPG.

· First Signs and awareness training offered at five local daycare facilities

· Rural area pediatric screening training. Effort included a letter and phone call to 16 pediatricians in three cities with a checklist. A follow up at six months showed that six out of 16 were using the checklist in suspected cases.

· In-house discussion groups on issues related to autism and autism services

· ADOS training and interpretation

· Pediatric grand rounds using First Signs material and PDDST for local hospital physicians

· In-service training for service coordinators and the intake unit

· Draft of a guideline for behavioral needs assessment planning

· Screening training for Early Start coordinators to increase earlier diagnosis

· Parent/teacher needs survey questionnaire mailed out (93% return)

· Training of Early Start, intake, medical director and case managers on the function and purpose of adaptive measures using the ABAS

· Established an autism research library with articles relevant to diagnosis and intervention planning

· Video training of the diagnostic process among regional centers and their vendors. The project included activities such as reviewing the entire evaluation process. Outcome assessment showed that there was an increase in clinical competence and greater detection of the subtle signs of autism.

· Lunchtime videoconference roundtable on ADOS interrater reliability.

· Secure web site was established at the local regional center for teachers to log on and answer questions relevant to the intake process and diagnostic evaluation for specific children
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